
What does it mean when
Actions Speak Louder
than Medals?
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For Royce, success is excelling at the
obligations at-hand without doing
so to win fame or fortune.

ROYCE WILLIAMS
SAYS IT BEST

See Page 6 for
online interview
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E. Royce Williams, age 8

Royce Williams - “Korean War Hero”
BACKGROUND AND FACTS

PHOTO:  Royce Williams
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ILLUSTRATING WILLIAMS’ SECRET, CLASSIFIED ACTION

Charles McGee
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DOWNLOAD THE TIMELINE BY CLICKING HERE
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IMAGE:  RADM SHELTON’S ORIGINAL HAND DRAWN TIMELINE

https://www.oldguysandtheirairplanes.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Royce-Williams-Dogfight-11x17-1.pdf


5 reasons the Korean War
should always be remembered
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1. The Korean War is still going on
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2. The Korean War was a war over two different governments
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3. The Korean War could have grown far worse
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4. The Korean War flip-flopped Koreas

5. The Korean War created millions of (sobering) memories

North Korean flag

South Korean flag

Geo-political map
showing primary
Cold War influencers
� ­��������­������������������

“Mark 4” Atomic Bomb  
  c. 1950
� ­�����­��� ��������­�����­������ ����

Current image
showing
night-view of
North Korea
and South Korea 
— which country 
seems to be most 
active?
� ­����������

Ghostly 
sculptures from 
the National 
Korean Veterans
Memorial, 
Washington D.C.
� ­������� ���� ���� �
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Royce Williams’ Favorite Airplane!
NAME:
The Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation
began naming their aircraft after cats in WWII.
Grumman “Cat Names” include:  Wildcat, Hellcat, Bearcat,
Panther, Cougar, Tiger, Jaguar, Tigercat and Tomcat.

SILVER EDGES:
Since U.S. Navy and Marine
aircraft spend a lot of time near
salt water, chips in paint can cause
corrosion, quickly.   A special silver
paint was created to protect
especially sensitive parts of the aircraft. FLASHY PAINT:

The U.S. Navy squadron
VF-781 painted red
lightning bolt motifs on
the nose and wingtips.

THE PAINT JOB
Starting later in WWII, U.S. Navy
aircraft were painted dark blue.
This practice ended in 1955 when
the airplanes began to be painted
white and light gray.

A COMMON WEAKNESS:
The F9F’s main weakness was common
to most early jets — lack of power.
The F9F Panther’s Soviet counterpart,
the MiG-15bis, had an engine that was
almost twice as powerful as the
Panther’s.

SAME NAME, DIFFERENT CAT:
The F9F naming system applies to the
Panther and Cougar names; essentially
the Cougar is a Panther with new wings,
tail and engine, resulting in a jump
in aircraft performance.   Spotting
the difference is easy - an F9F Cougar
has swept wings while the F9F Panther
has straight wings.

BREATHING and BRAKING:
Air was delivered to the jet engine
via inlets built into the wing roots.

Perforated dive-brakes were located 
directly under the cockpit; these
were dropped to slow the airplane
down for landing or while diving

FIRE POWER:
The F9F Panther was armed with
four 20mm explosive-cannon in
the nose.  As each round would
explode on impact, a well-aimed
short burst of fire could disable
a target in a single moment.
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SQUADRON NUMBERS EXPLAINED

ARTWORK:  John Mollison
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The Silver Star is the
United States’ 3rd highest
award for valor in combat

Royce was awarded this 
medal for his action on
18 November, 1952 against
Russian-flown MiGs
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Royce Williams’ life is more
than just one moment — 
yours is too.

Royce Williams retired from
the U.S. Navy as a Captain —
a Navy Captain is the 
equivalent a Colonel in 
all of the other U.S. branches
of service

The Distinguished Flying Cross
is the United States’ 4th highest
award for valor in flight

Captain Williams received two
DFCs for his service during the
Vietnam War

The rank of Eagle is the highest
rank in Scouting

Royce became an Eagle Scout
in 1940 and remains proud of
this achievement

PHOTO: John Mollison
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“I’ve always been a joiner!  I like to see where I
can contribute, make some friends, learn some-
thing new.  That’s important for life.”
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Why not listen to Royce Williams in his own words?

STORIES ARE BEST TOLD BY THE PEOPLE WHO WERE THERE.
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PHOTO:  Old Guys and Their Airplanes
WATCH AN INTERVIEW WITH ROYCE BY CLICKING HERE
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LEARNING MORE ABOUT CAPTAIN ROYCE WILLIAMS
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CAPT E. Royce Williams c. 1975, PHOTO: U.S. Navy
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